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There needs to be a reima-
gining of conservation pol-
icies that set aside protect-
ed areas only for wildlife
and leave no room for wil-
derness to exist within hu-
man communities, said
Tarsh Thekaekara, Direc-
tor of The Real Elephant
Collective, at the Nilgiris
Economic Dialogue organ-
ised by the Confederation
of Indian Industry (CII) in
Udhagamandalam on Sun-
day. 

Mr. Thekaekara was
part of a panel discussion,
titled “Growth for All : Stra-
tegies for Equitable Pro-
gress,” that included M. Vi-
jayabaskar, Additional
full-time member of the
Tamil Nadu State Planning
Commission; Areti Sianni,
Chief of Mission for the Un-
ited Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) in India, and Gi-
ridharan Ramasubrama-
nian, CEO of Ramco.

Mr. Thekaekara, who is
also a State wildlife board
member, said the indige-

nous groups of the Nilgiris
had largely become forgot-
ten as original inhabitants
of the landscape, and as a
result, their largely sustain-
able existence as stewards
of the forests had been dis-
turbed by “problematic”
conservation policies that
set aside wildlife reserves
exclusively for wildlife,
while advocating for re-
moving the human popula-
tions that have existed
within these areas for ma-
ny millennia. He said that
such removal of indige-
nous communities from
their forests had resulted
in the transformation of

the forests, resulting in the
spread of invasive species. 

He added there needed
to be a rethink of tradition-
al management practices
that re-envisioned the
world as a gradient of ‘wild
to urban’ that included
healthy, green living spac-
es for human communities
in urban areas as well as
for wildlife too, with coex-
istence being a keystone. 

Ms. Areti Sianni, from
the UNHCR, responding to
the questions about the
role refugees could play in
economies, said the ques-
tion of refugees was “very
political and unpopular.”

She said that while dis-
placement had become a
de�ning issue of the 21st
century, that refugees not
being allowed to work or
access education denied
them opportunities to con-
tribute to the societies in
which they found them-
selves. 

Ms. Sianni said while
there were good practices
in the treatment of Sri Lan-
kan refugees in Tamil Nadu
and Tibetan refugees,
these practices needed to
be extended to other refu-
gee groups across the
country. She said the
UNHCR was working with
governments to have a

predictable response to all
refugee groups and is try-
ing to shift the narrative
around refugees as not just
a humanitarian issue, but
also an opportunity for in-
novation and participation
in the labour market. 

When asked about how
Tamil Nadu has achieved
economic successes in
comparison with the rest
of the country, Mr. Vijaya-
baskar from the Tamil Na-
du State Planning Commis-
sion said both
manufacturing and servic-
es sector had grown equal-
ly in the State due to two
important factors – the de-
mocratisation of education
and also changing social
norms coupled with a
spurt in access to essential
infrastructure and services
that enabled people to ac-
cess transport, electricity
and other essential servic-
es, both in rural and urban
areas. 

He also said strengthen-
ing quality of education
and not short-term skill de-
velopment would bene�t
people in �nding jobs and
livelihoods in the long-run.

‘Reimagine conservation policies to include
human-wildlife coexistence model’ 
The Hindu Bureau
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Panellists at the discussion organised during the Nilgiris Economic

Dialogue in Udhagamandalam. 

Removal of indigenous
communities from their
forests had resulted in
the transformation of
the forests, resulting in
the spread of invasive
species.

TARSH THEKAEKARA

Director of The Real Elephant
Collective 

The ICAR-Sugarcane
Breeding Institute, Coim-
batore, organised an
‘Awareness-cum-Training
Campaign for Enhance-
ment of Tribal Income’ at
Attappady in association
with ICAR - KVK, Palakkad,
recently. The day-long pro-
gramme included training
sessions to enhance in-
come of tribal people, in-
put distribution, quiz and
poster competitions for tri-
bal school children and
millet recipe competition
for tribal women.

V. Venkatasubramanian,
ICAR- ATARI (Agricultural
Technology Application
Research Institute - Zone

XI), Bengaluru, explained
the role of ICAR-KVKs in
enhancing farmers’ in-
comes across the country.
He urged the tribal people
to make use of the millet
processing unit set up in
the region.

P. Govindaraj, Director,
ICAR-Sugarcane Breeding
Institute, said the Insti-
tute’s tribal development
initiatives through the De-
velopment Action Plan for
Scheduled Tribe Compo-
nent project was recog-
nised by the Salem district
administration at the Re-
public Day celebrations.

Over 300 tribal farmers
in the region participated
and bene�ted from the
campaign, said a press re-
lease.

Training camp held for
farmers in Attappady 
The Hindu Bureau
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The Athachi Group, head-
quartered in Palakkad,
Kerala, recently submitted
to Tamil Nadu Chief Secre-
tary N. Muruganandam a
comprehensive research
report on Palakkad Gap
done over the last 24
months by a team of re-
searchers from Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.

“The research �ndings
have signi�cant implica-
tions on the ecological and
economic growth potential
of both States,” a press re-
lease from the Group said.

Vishwanath N. Subra-
manian, the Group’s Ma-
naging Director, told The

Hindu on Wednesday that
under its Trust Nature in-
itiative, Athachi had trans-
formed a 20-acre arid land
into a biodiverse agroforest
farm. As a follow up, it en-
gaged a team of scientists
from Kerala and Tamil Na-
du to study the Palakkad
gap.

The team had come out
with interesting �ndings
and these were presented
to the Tamil Nadu Chief Se-
cretary. The gap, which
was spread over 39-46 km
was located largely in Ta-
mil Nadu. It had rare rock
formations that have not
weathered. 

“They (the team) did ge-
ographical marking of the
gap. We plotted it and 60 %

lies in Tamil Nadu. We
want to impress upon both
the governments (Kerala
and Tamil Nadu) to look at
it as a shared wealth and
apply for geo ecological
heritage indication,” he
said.

The delegation, led by
the Group’s Managing Di-
rector, Vishwanath N Sub-
ramanian, the Group CEO
Kalyana Krishnan, and
CMO Ravi Krishnan, im-
pressed upon the Chief Se-
cretary its Fellowship Pro-
gramme that would guide
and train enterprising
youth to take up sustaina-
ble farming as a start-up
idea, and requested the go-
vernment’s help to reach
out to the institutions.

Athachi Group presents study on
Palakkad gap to T.N. Chief Secretary 
The Hindu Bureau
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NILGIRIS: 30 cents Tea Estate
North facing with 100 feet
frontage is for sale in Kotagiri.
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Citizens’ Voice Coimbatore
(CVC) distributed prizes to
winners of inter-collegiate
competition on “Organic
Living for Environmental
Sustainability.”

Green initiatives

V.V. Ganesh, Divisional
LPG Sales Head, IOCL,
Coimbatore, spoke about
IOCL’s recent environmen-
tal initiatives, focusing on
tree plantation projects. 

C.M. Jayaraman, presi-
dent of CVC, proposed a
joint initiative with IOCL to
involve students in plant-
ing and maintaining trees,
with the best-maintained
college campus receiving a
prize.

Prizes
distributed
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